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CLASSROOM RESOURCES 

 
 

Project Pollinator: Creating a Wildlife Buffet in the City 

Grades 7-8 
 

Note to Educator 
Use these materials to prepare for your classroom’s online virtual fieldtrip with LA Plaza!   
 
Prepare materials in advance and have students follow along to the live workshop demonstration.  
Students can also observe the demonstration, ask questions, and try the workshop activity as a separate 
classroom or homework assignment. 
 
Explore the Educator Resources and Student Resources in this packet to learn more about the fieldtrip 
topic. Use these resources to scaffold learning for your classroom.  
 
 

Overview 
Is it a bird, is it a plane? NO, it’s a pollinator! Bees, hummingbirds, butterflies, and other garden 
creatures are known as pollinators. They carry pollen as they travel from flower to flower. Students will 
learn about pollinators, the important role they play in the larger ecosystem, their favorite food source, 
and what they can do to attract pollinators and help them thrive! 
 
 

Garden Workshop 
Create a pollinator garden 
Who doesn’t love something sweet? Nectar from flowers is a pollinator’s favorite food. Students will 
watch a demonstration of how to create a pollinator garden. Prepare materials ahead of time and have 
students follow along to a live demonstration. 
 
 

Materials 
 

Materials 
for one classroom 
(40 or less students) 

 

 40 large reusable containers  

 10 bags (1 cu. ft) of organic  

potting soil  

 120 narrow leaf milkweed seeds 

(or common sunflower seeds) 
 

 

 40 small paper cups 

 1 gallon of water 

 paper (any kind) 

 pencils 

 

Materials 
for one student 

 

 1 large reusable container 

 organic potting soil 

 3 milkweed seeds  

(or common sunflower seeds) 
 

 

 1 small cup of water 

 1 sheet of paper 

 1 pencil 
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Workshop Procedure 
1. Add potting soul inside the reusable container. 

• Do not add soil all the way up. Leave about ½ inch space at the top. 
 

2. Sow the seeds ¼ inch deep directly into the soil. 

• Make sure the seeds are covered with soil. 
 

3. Dip your fingers in the cup with water and sprinkle water over the seeds. 

• The soil should feel moist but not wet. 
 

4. Place the container outside in an area with good airflow and plenty of sunlight. 
 

5. Check the seeds every day. 

• Water if the soil feels dry. 
 

6. Keep a record of the pollinators visiting the container garden.  

• How many do you see each day?  

• What types of pollinators are they: bees, hummingbirds, butterflies, or other garden 

creatures? 

  
 

Reflection 
 

Have students reflect on this workshop work by asking the following:  
 

1. How do pollinators help the entire ecosystem? 
 
2. Why is it important to create pollinator gardens in the city? 

 

 
Students can share responses with each other in small groups or as part of a large class discussion. 

Students can also write responses to these questions and share with the class as part of a class 

presentation. 

 

 

Extended Learning  
 

Explore the following extended learning opportunities to this activity: 
 

1. As a classroom, adopt a green space in your school or community that can be converted into a 
pollinator garden. Work as a classroom to plant a pollinator garden, maintain the garden, and 
spread the word about the importance of pollinators.  
 

Follow these four basic principles: 

• Plant native  

• Protect nesting sites 

• Avoid pesticides 

• Raise awareness about pollinator protection 
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Resources for Educators  
“Bring Back the Pollinators.” Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation. https://xerces.org/bring-
back-the-pollinators. 
 
“Plant Lists.” Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation. https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists. 
 
“Plant Milkweed for Monarchs.” Monarch Joint Venture. 
https://monarchjointventure.org/images/uploads/documents/MilkweedFactSheetFINAL.pdf. 
 
 

Resources for Students  
“Bee Extinction: Why We’re Saving the Wrong Bees.” DW Planet. April 2021. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSYgDssQUtA. 
 
“Monarchs & Milkweed – Yosemite Nature Notes – Episode 21.” Yosemite National Park. October 2014. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3jpu2th34o. 
 
“What’s the Buzz about Wild Bees?” UCTV Tips. April 2016. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeHF6RFgHns. 
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